DOCOHBHT BESOHE 



EC 061 «39 

Dale Avenue School Early Childhood Education center 
Project. Research Bulletin, Volume I, No 1. Deceaber 
1970. 

Paterson Board of Education , M.j. 

Bureau of Elementary and Secondary Education 

(DHEH/OE) , Washington, D.C. 

70 

27p.{ For related Information see EC 0611^10 through 
EC 06U49 

MP-$0.75 HC-$1.85 PLUS POSTAGE 

♦Culturally Disadvantaged; Disadvantaged Youth; 

♦Early Childhood Education; ♦Exceptional Child 

Education; Intervention; ♦Program Descriptions; 

♦Testing 

Elementary secondary Education Act Title III; HSEA 
Title III; Paterson (Mew Jersey) 



Published prior to the 1970 ioplenentation of a 
Paterson, Mew Jersey, Title III early childhood program for 120 
pre-kindergarten and 120 kindergarten aged disadvantaged children, 
t > the bulletin describes the school and student population, the 
•f evaluation procedure, differences between experimental and control 
f groups, results of protesting, the eight proposed teacher workshops, 
and use of instructional television in the program. It is explained 
that the program is based on curriculum performance objectives and 
research aims such as determining whether the culturally 
disadvantaged students will catch up with more advantaged students 
during the pre-klndetgarten year. Pretesting is reported to hawe 
consisted of the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test (PVT) and the 
locally developed Identity and Body Parts Test and Skills Assessaent 
Test (which are given in full). Preliminary information provided 
includes a mean score of 70 on the PVT and percentages of children 
who passed each item on the skills Assessment and Identity teats. 
Noted are a planned workshop on the use of instructional television 
and development of local television programs to teach concepts such 
as part-whole relationships. Listed arc Board of Education and 
Advisory Committee members. (DB) 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT'S DESK 



On behalf of the Patei-^on Beard of 
Education and the Office of the Superin- 
tendent of Schools, I am happy to present 
our first professionaD. report of our Title 
III Project at the Dale Avenue Early Child- 
hood Education Center. This report consti- 
tutes much study and effort on the part of 
our professional staff. 

We have been in the process of ex- 
perlJTBntlng with the Performance Objective 
Record as an evaluation and teaching instj;>u- 
ment for a period of one and one half yeeirs. 
It is our sincere hope that this approach 
to curriculum design will have a positive 
Inpact on the education of our children and 
cause desirable change in educational 
methodology . 

You, and your professional staff, are 
invited to review and react to our studies. 
We 3.00k foward to active participation from 
our colleagues outside of Paterson as well 
as those within it. 

I sincerely hope you will find our 
first research report Interesting and in- 
formative . 

Sincerely, 

DR. MICHAEL GIO.IA 
S'JPERINIENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
PATERSON, NEW JERSEY 
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a. 

Meet the staff 

Under the auspices of the Paterson Board 
of Education, the following individuals are 
currently carrying on the Title III program: 

I^rs. Helen B. Hanson Director-Title III 

Mrs. Rita Gavzy Research Director 

Mr. John R. Panosh Information and 

Disseirlnatioh Specialis' 

Mrs. Gilda Walsh Audiologist 

Mrs. Anna Taliaferro Parent Coordinator 

Miss Ct-iarlene Vigorito Secretary 

TOMSULTANT STAFF 



Mr. Peter J. Wild Principal, Dale Avenue 

School 

Mr. Joseph Heitzman Assistant Director of 

Funded Prograins 

Miss Harriet Gibbs Director of Pre- 

Kindergarter), Dale 
Avenue School 

Mr. JoY^ri Canonlco Media Specialist 
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WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 
TITLE III AND DALE AVENUE SCTriOOL 



The Dale Avenue Urban Early Childhood 
Title III project is designed to assist the 
professional staff of the Dale Avenue School 
and the corrtnunity served by it • 

Dale Avenue School in Patei-son, New Jersey 
houses a team of people working on a special 
federally funded Title III project. This 
Title III project now has a staiT of five- a 
project director, researcher, Infotiiiation 
dlssendnation specialist, audio loglst, and 
parent coordinator. By January 1, 1971 >a 
psychometrician is expected to Join the present 
staff, 

The main element of the Title III project 
is to develop a curriculum especially designed 
to help urban children at the pre-klndergarten 
and kindergarten levels gain skills at rates 
that will enable them to cope effectively with 
the problems they meet in their learning en- 
vironment * 

One hundred and twenty pre-kindeiTgarten 
and one hundred and twenty kindergarten pi^^ils 
at Dale Avenue School and fifty children at 
School ff2H will conprise the experimental group 
in the stucly the Title III project staff will 
conduct. Thirty pre-kindergarten age children 
and thirty kindergarten children attending 
Paterson schools other than Dale Avenue will 
conprise the control group. Several standaixi- 
ized and locally made pre and post tests will 
be administered to both the experimental and 
control groif)S. 
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EVALUATION 



A pjne-test and post-test experi- 
HBntal control design using standardized 
and locally developed Instruments will be 
used to evaluate the academic performance 
of thQ Project students. At the pre-klnder- 
garten level, the Peaboc^y Picture Vocabulary 
Test, the locally developed Performance 
Objective Record and other locally developed 
tests will be administered, A group of thirty 
matched pre-kindergarten children residing in 
the city of Paterson and not attending any 
pre-school prograari will serve as the control 
group. The control group will be selected to 
provide two levels of conparison- one groip of 
fifteen students to be selected from non-dls- 
advantaged areas and considered advantaged as 
imasured by faMly income and the other group 
to be randomly selected from disadvantaged 
areas* ^ 

At the kindergarten level a control 
group of thirty randomly selected students- 
fifteen ftrom non-dlsadvantaged areas and 
fifteen from disadvantaged areas- using the 
regular curriculum will be tested to evaluate 
the effectiveness of the new curriculum. 

Positive significant differences of 
project students based on the pre-test and 
post-test data will be used to evaluate 
individual student progress. 
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The pre-klndergarten and kindergarten 
children at Dale Avenue Early Childhood 
Education Center, who corrprise our experi- 
iTBntal group > are predominantly from areas 
where the schools receive Title I funds. 
Applications are taken on a first-con^, first- 
served basis from people who have either read 
about the school in the newspaper or heard 
of it from the following sources: 



Guidance Counselors 
Social Workers 
School Nurses 
Principals 
PTA CouTiCll 
Paterson Task Fbrce 

Mental Health Clinic of Passaic County 

Passaic County Welfare 

Bureau of Children's Services 

Jewish Children and Family Services 

Juvenile Relations Court 

Probation Department 

Parents of Dale Avenue Pt$)ils 

Staff of Dale Avenue School 

Day Care-One Hundred 

Four C's Program ( a groip of thirty or forty 
corrimunlty organi?.ations ) 




ERIC 




DISTRIBITTION OP THE 

EXPERI^E^f^AL ano control groups 



Of the pre-kindergar'ten children in 
our experiJTBntal group, forty-four percent 
are Black, twenty percent are Whibe, and 
twenty-one percent are Puerto Rican. The 
remaining fifteen percent are Coluntian, 
Civilian, Costa Rican, and Chinese. Fifty- 
three percent are boys a^)d forty-seven percent 
are girls. 

Forty-seven percent of the kindergarten 
children in our experimental group are Black, 
twenty-foui-* percent are White, and twenty- 
seven percent are Puerto Rican. The i^malnlng 
two percent are Cuban and Coluntoian. Fifty 
percent are boys and fifty percent are girls. 

The control greup of disadvantaged 
children will reflect the same distributions 
as the pre-kindergarten and kindergarten 
children at Dale Avenue. The contrel group 
of advantaged children will reflect the saine 
age, sex, ethnic distributions, but income, 
size of family and parental occipations will 
differ. 
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lESTING 

Since a psychorrBtrician has not yet 
been hired, the project director and research- 
er, along vdth the pre-kindergarten teachers 
did much of the pre-testing. The Dale Avenue 
School staff had already been alerted to the 
projected needs of the curriculum. 

Some of the material had alrea<jy been 
taught prior to testing. Ideally, testing 
should have comenced during the first week 
of school. However, this was not possible 
as the Title HI Project staff was not hired 
until October I'i, 1970. 

Part of the activities of the Htle III 
staff to date has been the development of 
Wtle III staff -made tests. One hundred 
percent of the pre-kindorgarten children in 
the experimental groi?) have been tested on 
these tests and on the Peaboc^y Picture Vocab- 
ulary Test- Fom A* One child from our control 
groi?) of advantaged children has been tested 
and nine children from the dJ.sadvantaged group 
has been tested. 

THE STAFF-MATE TESTS 

WHAT ARE my? 

The Title III staff-made Skill Assessn^nt 
Pre-test for pre-klndergarten requires children 
to (1) identify a circle, square, and triangle; 
(2) name eight colors- purple, brown, yellow, 
green, blue, red, black and orange- i^en a 
color strip is shown; (3) answer the question, 
''When is your birthday?"; (4) rote count when 
the examiner says, "Count for me": (5) identify 
numerals one through ten which are presented 
at random on 5 x 8 cards; (6) count objects 
,y .(examiner produces color strips) in groi^is of 
siv>i,2,3, and 4; (7) see likenesses and differences 



The exarrdner presents a 3 x 5 card with 
three like red circles arid asks, '*Are these 
the same?" Whether their answers (which the 
examiner rrarks down) are yes or no, the ex- 
aminer asks, "Why?^^ 

The children are then prer.ented with 
another card which has a larger blue circle 
on It I Ttie examiner asks, "Is this the same 
as those?'' poiiiting to the like red circles. 
Ibe examiner then askSj'^^?'V 

The Project III staff-nade Identity and 
Body Parts Checklist for pre-klndergarten re- 
quires children to answer the questions: 

A. What is your name? 

B. Who is your teacher? 

C. How old are you? 

D. Where do you live? 

E. What is the number of the bus you ride? 

It also requires that children name the 
following body parts and tell how many, when 
the examiner says ; 

A* '^I am gping to point to parts of my body 
and you name them*" 

Eyes , • • .How many? 

_ Nose.,,.*.. How many? 

Mouth. .How many? 

Teeth 

Tongue 

Eyebrows 

Eyelashes 

Ears How many? 



Neck 
Elbow 
Ann. . 
Hand. 



How 
How 
How 
How 



many? 
many? 
many? 



Fingers 



many on one hand? 
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Fingers 


How mar^y on both hands? 


Wrist 


How many? 


Peet 


How many? 


Ankle 


How many? 


L^gl I 1 k • 1 9 » « » 


How many? 


Back 




Stomach 




Hair 





Ihe Project III staff -made tests for kin- 
dergarten are an extension of the pre-klnder- 
gart.en tests. The Skill Assessment Test re- 
quires the children to : 

(1) A. IdentlfV a circle ^ square, triangle, 

rectangle, diaiiiond, star, heart and 
oval. 

B. Make a square from two triangles and 

a rectangle from two squares, (if they 
know all the shapes) 

C. Trace a square, triangle and circle 
from tenplates, 

D. Draw a square, triangle and circle, 

(2) Najtie the saine eij^t colors as in the pre- 
kindergarten test plus gi^ay, pink and tan. 

( 3) Answer the questions : 

A. Is this color shiny or dull? 

B. Is this color Jight or dark? 

C . What two colors make pink? 

D. What two colors make green? 

E. What two colors make gray? 
P. What two colors make tan? 

(4) Answer the questions or name: 

A. When is your birthday? 

B. Name the months of the year, 

C. How many months in the year are there? 

D. Name the days of the week. 

E. How many days in the week are there? 

F. Name the seasons. 

Q G. How many sea^oas in the year are there? 

ERIC 
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(5) Respond and demonstrate: 

A, Oive me a smooth object, 

B, Give ms a soft objoct* 

C, Give me the flat object. 

D, Is this object smooth or rou^? 

E, Is Uds object soft or hard? 
P* Is th^3 object flat or round? 

(6) Demonstrate: CChild gives it to examiner) 

A, Which circle is small? 

B, Which circle is middle sized? 

C, Wliich circle is large (or big)? 

(7) Demonstrate: 

A. Put th^j pencil next to the paper. 

B. Put the pencil under the paper. 

C. Put the pencil on top of the paper. 

D. Put the pencil in front of the paper. 
(Hold the paper up) 

E. Put the pencil in back of the paper. 
(Hold the paper tp) 

P. Put the pencil between two pieces of 
paper. 

G. Which block is on top? 

H. Which block is in the middle? 

I. Which block is on the bottom? 

(8) IdentifV numerals (random order) 

when examiner asks, *^What number is this?^' 

123^56789 10 11 

12 13 1^ 15 16 17 18 19 20 

(9) Count objects In groups of; 

123^56789 10 

(10) Rote count- when examiner says, "Count 
for me", 

A. 1,2,3,^,5 6,7,8,9310 
11,12,13,1^,15 16,17,18,19,20 

B. Rote count backward- when examiner 
says, ^^Count backward for me", 

10,9,8,7,6 5,^,3,2,1 
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C. Repeat a groip of 2,3,^> and 5 
numbers at 2 second Intervals, 

6 ^ 

.731 
5 2 7 6 
32517 

(11) A< and - See likenesses and differences. 
(The sanB procedure is followed as in pre- 
kindergarten test question nurrber 7) 

C» Respond when the examiner (U3ing pictuies) 
says, '^Pick the item that goes with item 
shown*" 

1. Shoes: Which of these gpes with the 
shoes? (Show pictures of socks, bottle^ 
hat) [Objects comrmnly associated 
with each other] 

2. An apple: Which of these goes with an 
apple? (Show pictures of banana, 
pocketbook, pig) [Objects which sh?jire 
physical attributes] 

3. A chair: Which of these goes with a 
chair? (Show pictures of couch, bally 
orange) [Objects which serve similar 
functions] 

(12) A. Copy sequence of 2,3,i|, beads (actual 

beads) when the examiner says, '^Make it 
Just like mine." 
B. Produce a pattern of 2,3,'J, beads that 
they see in picture fom. 

Ihe Project III staff-made Identity and 
Body Parts Checklist for kindergarten requires 
children to answer the same questions the pre- 
kindergarten children answered plus these addi- 
tional questions. 

A. What is the name of this school? 

B. What grade are you in? 

C. Are you a male or female? 
Which is your ri^t hand? 

E. Which is your left hand? 
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The kindergarten children are required 
to name the same body parts as the pre-klnder- 
garten children plus nostrils, cheeks/ forehead > 
chin, chest > toes, knee, shoulders, waist, and 
hips* 
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WIIAT I (AVE WE POUND IHUS PAR ? 



With one hundred percent of the one hundred 
and twenty pre-kindergaiten children In the ex- 
perimental groif) tested, the following results 
have been noted: 

The mean score for the pre-kindergarten 
children on form A of the Peabody Picture 
Vocabulary Test was 79. 1V/o Black children 
and twenty Spanish speaking children were not 
testable or scoreable on this test. The test 
was translated into Spanish and administered 
to the Spanish speaking children but they were 
not able to score on the Spanish version either. 

The median score of the entire greup of 
pre-kindergarten children was 73.8. One third 
or more of the pre-kindergarten children gave 
incorrect responses to the following words; 
wiener, badge, nest, bush, envelope, pouring, 
tying, sewing, coach and goggles. ( A more de- 
tailed discussion on the categories of words 
that the children gave incorrect responses to 
will be Included in the forthcoming Research 
Bulletin). 

Ihe results of the Title III staff -made 
Skill Assessment Pre-test for pre-kindergarten 
were based on a score of ore hundred percent. 
The mean score of the one hundred and fourteen 
who scored (only six Spanish speaking children 
were able to score on this test) was The 
median score of the entire group was 'i4.7. 

The following abilities and deficiencies 
were dis covered on the Skill Assessment itest . 

(1) 6355 identified a circle 

15% who could not identify the geonetric 
shape still received credit- for noting 
that it was the shape of an 0, a ball, a wi- 
round thing, a hole. 
O ^ H5% identified a square 
RJC" 5^% identified a triangle 
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(2) When color strips were presented: 
36% knew puiple 
^7% knew brovm 
50% knew yellow 
kj% knew green 
k2% knew blue 
50rknew red 
53% knew black 
5^% knew orange 

(3) In the entire pre-kindergarten gcoup at 
Dale Avenue less than 1% knew their birth- 
days or the months of their birthdays. 

(^) When asked to rote count: 
25% counted to five 
3^% counted to ten 
13^ counted to fifteen 

3% counted to twenty 

1% counted to twenty-five 

1% counted to thirty 
Ihe remaining children wei>3 unable to 
rote count to five . 
(5) When asked to identify numerals: 
50^5 identified the nuneral 1 
17% identified the nurneral 2 
19% identified the numeral 3 
18J5 identified the nuneral ^ 
18% identified the nuineral 5 

7% identified the numeral 6 

9i identified the numeral 7 

7% identified the nun^iuL 8 

i% identified the numeral 9 
10% identified the nuneral 10 
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(6) When asked to identify the nuirber of 
objects they saw in groups of 1>2,3, 
and 4: 

80% couited one object 
6655 counted a group of two objects 
^3% counted a gtx>vp of three objects 
33% counted a groi?) of four objects 

Some of the children saw groups and 
did not have to count them. Other children 
had to count individual strips, 

(7) When asked questions and shown pictures 
to detemine if they could see likenesses 
and differences: 

70% could see likenesses 
5055 could see differences 

The results of the Title III staff -made 
Identity and Bociy Parts Pre-test for pre-kinder- 
g^rten were also based on a score of one hundred 
percent » Hie mean score for the group was 69,^4 
Five Spanish-speaking pipils were unable to 
score on this test, Ihe median score for the 
entire groi5> was 75*^» 

When asked the following questions the 
listed percentile of pre-kindergarten 
pi^ils answered correct];/: 



(1) Identity checklist 

A . What is your name? 96% 

B. Who is your teacher? 78j5 

C. How old are you? ^7% 
Where do you live? 63% 

E, What is the number of the 

bus you ride? 88% 
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Boc^y Parts Checklist 



eyes 9^% 

nose 9^% 

mouth 8d% 

teeth 86% 

tongiie "(2% 

eyebrows k6% 

eyelashes 21% 

ears B5% 

neck 62% 

elbow 50% 

arm 12% 

hand e^iSf 

fingers 76 



wrist 1055 

feet 76% 

ankle 20% 

leg e^iiS 

back 75^ 

stomach 6k% 

hair 79^ 



How many? 77^ 
How many? 76% 
How many? ^5% 



How many? 68? 

How many? 55% 

How many? 6l% 

How many? 72% 
How many on 

one hand? 32% 
How many on 

both hands? 10% 

How many? ^^% 

How many? 6^% 

How rrany? 'i7J5 

How many? 6o% 



TIT1£ III WORKSHOPS 
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A total of eight teacher workshops will 
be conducted this school year. Two have thus 
far been conpleted. Six more are anticipated. 
On Noverrber l6, 1970, we were most fortunate 
in securing, as our speaker for the first 
workshop, Mr. Murray Tesser, a widely recog- 
nized authority in the field of instructional 
and educational television. 

Mr. Tesser addressed teachers, staff and 
parents about how television can and will be 
a n^st useful tool in helping to teach our 
students. He also proposed ways in which the 
teachers can play inportant roles in developing 
T.V* standards at Dale Avenue School. 

Mr. Tesser is an Audio Visual production 
officer at Fort MonmDUth, New Jersey for WFM-TV> 
a division of the United States Anny Signal 
Center and School. Prior to joining the staff 
there in 1963, he was production supervisor for 
VMJr^(New York) for a year, and for six years 
before that was program director for WHYN-TV 
(UHP Ch. ^0) in Springfield, Mass . He was also 
a production manager, producer-director and 
rnaster of cei-^monles for children's programs 
for WJAR-TV (Chao) in Providence j Rhode Island, 
Mr* Tesser was also producer-director of programs 
such as Captain Video and TIP-TOP Circus-^arly 
television children's programs* His experience 
includes teachirig drama, and acting as assistant \ 
to the producer of package pioductions for , 
NET and of Broadway theater. 

He has directed over 10,000 T.V. productions 
since he entered the rrBdlum in 19^9. Several of 
these prograins were awarded the T.V* Guide Gold 
Nfedal Award, the Peabody Awaixi and the Variety 
Showmanship Award. 
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Mr. Tesser also acts as television 
consultant to a variety of industrial and 
educational institutions. 



TITLE III PROJEC?r WORKSHOPS 

Ei^t training workshops for teachers 
have been developed under the Title III 
program. Following is a schedule of workshop 
events as they have occurred and those projected 
for the future: 

1. Staff orientation for the puipose of 
presenting the Title III program to the 
teachers involved and explaining the 
inpact of Title III on the existing 
Program. October 19, 19 70 

2. Television Orientation- Noveniber 16^ 1970 

3. Report to the staff on findings accumulated 
from test data and conferences on learning 
problems discovered in Individual children* 
Mid-December 

Methods and Material for perception 
training. 

5 • The pre-kindergarten and kindergarten 

language program 
6. Ihe Audiology Program 
7' Pfeasurement Instruments 
8* The Uhgraded Primary Concept 



ITV AT DALE AVENUE SCHOOL 
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WHY AND WHAT??? 

Each and every day, in one way or 
another, most of us are exposed to education 
without realizing it. We do respond to it 
both verbally and mentally and usually we 
are better for it. Television is one of 
those forces. Here, at Dale Avenue School, 
this unique and relatively new Invention is 
to become a vitally inportant part In our 
Instruction of all students. 

At the outset we must point out that 
*INS'IRUCnONAL T.V. is not of the horns or 
coirmercial type. Educational T.V. will 
utilize video tape and local teacher talent 
for the most part and our programs will be 
generated from within our own walls. 

Perhaps we should define what television 
is NOT. It is lOT a panacea for all education- 
al ills. Nor is it vAiat many still use it for 
(as they still use films)— an alibi for teach- 
ing. It is NOT a substitute for the teachers 
at Dale Avenue School. Ohenses for T.V. are 
multiple , dependent on : 

(1) the needs and circuimtances of a 
given school and (2) the Inherent 
characteristics of the iridium. 

T.V. IS a means of transmitting si^t 
and sound throu^ space- a visual-aural ttBdlum. 
As such, we Intend the pre-kinder*garten and 
kindergarten viewer to react to what he sees. 
When, through our pre-testing and teacher 
conferences i we find there is a skill area 
that needs reinforcement, instructional T.V.' 
will be used to provide It in a hi^ly 
motivating way. - 
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Our child viewers shall become aware, 
as time goes on, of part-whole relationships. 
By watching, through animation and special 
effects, that parts become a whole and break 
apart again before their very own eyes, and 
on the T.V* screen, the pupils will gain a 
quicker and more lasting understanding. Ibis 
shall be our ultimate result. 

We shall also seek to communicate 
techniques of training, self lirprovement , 
vocabulary building, interpersonal skills, 
manipulative skills, confrontations, simulations, 
etc. Our ITV system will not replace the pre- 
' kindergarten or kindergarten teacher. It will, 
in fact, reinforce the teacher's effort's in 
every area. 

At present, we have camera and micro- 
phone connections in all our classrooms. This 
will enable us to watch, record, and evaluate 
any programs at any time. The camera and 
audio sigials are transmitted to a master con- 
sole in our T.V* control center. Here, the 
cameras are remotely controlled to allow 
recording of any teacher, student, or class. 
Soon to come will be the production of 
special instructional tapes intended to deal 
with a variety of subjects at the pre-kinder- 
garten and kindergarten levels. Our teachers 
will UCG them as often as necessary to help 
the children gain vlyid and lasting Inpressions 
of what life holds in store for them beyond 
the school doors and the electronic screen of 
the television set. 
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Using a specially designed curriculum 
based on Derforttiance objectives, it Is 
anticipated that the project finding at 
the end of the 1970-71 year will answer 
the following questions : 

1 . Will culturally disadvantaged students 
'^catch if>" with raore advantaged students 
during the pre-kindergarten year? 

2. Will they continue to move ahead at 
a more rapid rate than is expected 
or at least maintain a gain during 
the kindergarten school year? 

3» Will children in the program who are 
not culturally disadvantaged also 
move ahead at a rapid pace in pre- 
kindergarten and maintain this gain 
in kindergarten? 
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